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Tift county producer James Walker remarks, “the application process caused me to take a
look at my total operation, both positive and negative.  I pretty well knew what my needs
were, but writing the narrative helped prioritize the needs and helped me begin to explore
ways to accomplish the goals set forth.”

Participation in the GGLCC project helped Walker change his management in three principal
ways.  Fencing now keeps his cattle out of swampy bottom land.  This protects water
quality and makes management easier as the cattle can no longer calve or range in this
area.  ‘Tift 9’ bahiagrass and ‘Tifton 85’ bermudagrass were planted to increase forage
production, and clover is being used to increase nitrogen efficiency and forage quality.  A
bull pen was constructed to facilitate a controlled breeding season.  According to Walker,
“with better facilities, a controlled breeding season caused calves to be born in a shorter
span of time, therefore I can sell a truck load at one time.  This gives a broader market
such as video sales.”
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